Engineers Without Borders Fall Newsletter

We are the University of Rochester Chapter of USA Engineers Without Borders. Our
organization designs and executes engineering projects to find sustainable solutions for
problems faced by developing communities. Our chapter’s current project is a clean water
system in the Dominican Republic.

WHAT WE’RE UP TO
THIS SEMESTER

Our Project
The programming committee has been working hard to prepare for our final trip to the
Dominican Republic. Our project there is a clean water system that uses chlorine to purify
water. In this final trip, we have a few goals. The first is to continue monitoring the system
and collecting data about the chlorine and bacteria levels in order to ensure that the
community will continue to receive clean water for years to come. The second is to tap into
the solar power that the community already has. Our goal is to connect this energy source
with our water system so that when the community loses electricity, they can still clean
and access the water. The third goal is to continue working with community members to
ensure that they feel confident running the system independently. This third goal is
particularly important as this is our final trip to the Dominican Republic. The community
members will be able to contact us with any questions, but the goal is for them to not feel

overwhelmed as they fully take over their clean water system, including use, maintenance,
any enhancements, and resolving any problems that come up.

NAE Grand Challenges
In 2008 the National Academy of Engineering issued 14 Grand Challenges, which present
the main problems that will face the world throughout the 21st century. The 1st Annual
Grand Challenges Student Organization Design Competition presents an opportunity for
students to actively work towards solving those real world problems by joining a student
organization and participating in a project. The Engineering Without Borders became
involved as The theme for the year 2018-2019 is centered around the Flint Water Crisis.
Here at the University of Rochester Chapter of Engineers Without Borders, a team
comprised of Engineers Without Borders members is working on finding a consulting
solution based on the events in Flint. Based on assessments made on the current situation
of Flint, we are working to find a preventive measure for potential lead pollution in tap
water. Currently we are exploring ideas on developing lead detection sensors through
electrolysis and ways to alert users. An executive summary, a poster presentation and a
potential prototype will be presented by next year.

Our Events and Fundraisers

Annual A Cappella Benefit Concert
This October, we had our 5th annual a cappella concert. On stage were the University’s
Vocal Point, PASApella, Ramblers, and After Hours a cappella groups, plus a great solo act
by Elizabeth Tighe. We also gave an informative presentation on the worldwide importance
of clean water and how our project provides clean water. Everyone who attended enjoyed
all of the performances. Be on the lookout for future events on our Facebook page!

Chipotle, Cider and Donuts, and the WOK
On November 20th we had a successful fundraiser at Chipotle, thanks everyone for helping
us out! We have another one coming up on December 15th at the WOK across the

footbridge. Come support us by eating some delicious food! All you have to do is tell the
cashier that you’re eating on behalf of Engineers Without Borders and then enjoy your

meal. We will receive 20% of all purchases from the WOK, which will go towards our water
sanitation project in the Dominican Republic.
We also hosted an on-campus fundraiser in Wilson Commons. We sold donuts and apple
cider on December 5th and 6th, to great success. Follow us on Facebook to be kept up to
date on upcoming fundraisers and Engineers Without Borders news.

READ MORE ON OUR FACEBOOK
PAGE!

AND ON OUR WEBSITE!
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